Web Design and Marketing



Copyright Quiz

1. What are the characteristics of something that is copyrightable?

It must be original, have a modicum of creativity and must exist in a physical form such as paper or film.

2. Does copyright apply to the Internet?

Works put on the Internet are considered to be ‘published’. There is a specific act the Digital Millennium Copyright Act 1998 (DMCA) that covers this.

3. Is Clip Art copyrighted?

Yes and Microsoft do not own the copyright to all the work and make specific comments about commercial use.

Visit http://www.microsoft.com/permission/copyrgt/cop-img.htm to see Microsoft’s statement about this.
4. Is it necessary to register a copyright?

No you own the copyright as soon as you create the work. However you may want to use a service such as www.copyrightservice.co.uk to create evidence of your claim to copyright. You indicate your ownership with the © symbol your name and date.

5. How long does copyright last?

It depends on the type of work and when the author died, but typically the copyright of a work will normally run for 70 years from the death of the creator. 

6. Does copyright apply internationallly?
Yes there is an international agreement the Berne International Copyright Union to ensure this.

7. If I get written permission to use a copyrighted work can I modify it?

You need specific permission to modify a copyrighted work.

8. Who owns the copyright if I am commissioned to produce a work?

Generally the creator is the ‘first’ owner of the copyright though the commission contract may specify sole or joint ownership by either the commissioner or the creator.

9. Can a name, title or phrase be protected by copyright? 

Copyright does not apply to slogans, names, phrases or titles though it may be possible to register them as a trademark. The Patent Office registers trademarks. Their website address is www.patent.gov.uk 

10. Can you copyright an idea?

No, but it may be possible to apply for a patent. Patents are not the same as copyrights and are used to protect ideas and inventions.

11. Where can a copyright licence be obtained from? 

The CLA ( www.cla.co.uk/ ) can license users to use copyrighted works.

12. Does copyright apply to quoting a small part of another’s work?

The legislation allows for quoting small parts of another’s work or larger parts for the purpose of criticism or review. However you need to be very careful about copying what might be regarded as a significant part. You should also reference the source.
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