Web Design and Marketing



Link Popularity

Link popularity is about other websites on the Internet that have a link to your site. These take the form of usually blue underlined text that by clicking on surfers will arrive at your website.

Link popularity has become much more important recently. Search engines such as Google assess the quantity and quality of these links. Quantity is self-explanatory but what do we mean by quality?

If your site is optimised strongly on the word ‘software’ it is important that sites that link to you also give good results on that word. In other words the search engine attempts to work out whether the link is part of an indiscriminate link exchange program or whether it is a genuinely useful one.

A word then about ‘link farms’, link farms are completely indiscriminate link exchange programs. They are web sites that contain thousands of links to other sites and in return each of those sites link back to the link farm. Search engines have the technology to detect these sites. They are best left alone as you may end up damaging the effectiveness of your website.

So how do you improve your link popularity? Unfortunately hard work and keeping your eyes and ears open is the only way. Search then for sites in a similar or related field to you. Once you have found a suitable site willing to participate in a link exchange add the link to your website as soon as possible. Then email the exchange site and inform them the link is now live and ask if they could advise you when the reciprocal link is live.

Also make sure you are listed in relevant directory sites. You may find that it is well worth paying a small subscription to sites that perform well. So for instance you may want to contact some of the sites that come up when searching for ‘recruitment software directory’ in Google.

If you want to find out how popular you are go to www.sitepopularity.org and key in your URL. This site will show you the number of links you have to your site on major search engines. You can also drill down to see the detail of these links. Don’t expect links to show up here immediately, it may take many months for them to come through. It may be that an exchange site has not resubmitted their website to the search engines. There is nothing to stop you from doing this for them.

N.B. Google refers to link popularity as page ranking. If you download the Google toolbar from http://toolbar.google.com the page-ranking icon will appear on your browser.
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