Web Design and Marketing



Resolution & Size

Screens come in different resolutions and sizes:

Common screen sizes are 14 inch, 15 inch, 17 inch, 19 inch and 21 inch.

There is also a distinction between the screen size and the viewable area. Some manufacturers quote the screen size including a portion of the screen that is actually hidden by its casing. Hence the viewable area is smaller.

Resolution is measured is pixels across the screen and down the screen. Common resolution sizes are:


640 x 480


800 x 600


1024 x 768


1200 x 900

Note how they all follow a ratio of 4:3.

Generally resolution follows screen size, a 14 inch screen is more likely to be 800 x 600 whereas a 19 inch screen is more likely to be 1200 x 900. The more space available, the greater the number of pixels though you need to be aware this is not always so. Laptops for example often pack more pixels in per inch (actually the true meaning of resolution see note at bottom of page). My laptop has a 13 inch screen but is set to 1024 x 768.

Why does this matter in web design?

If you use an image on your website that is 800 pixels wide it will take up the whole screen if its resolution is set to 800 x 600 but only two thirds of the screen on a 1200 x 900. The same picture would create a scroll bar on a 640 x 480. Of course the picture can be resized but there are issues with this that we shall go into later.

Most pictures taken with a newer digital camera create a picture far too big to be displayed in its natural state on a computer screen.

How your website looks on the computer you design it on will not necessarily be how others see it.

N.B. Resolution is a misnomer as true resolution is a measure of the density of the pixels as in dots per inch (dpi) as when talking about printer resolution. In fact the correct term is addressibility though resolution is a term in such common usage that we shall continue to refer to it as so.
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